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• Nordic Council of Ministers 

–Governments 

 

• Nordic Council 

–Parliamentarians 
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What is Nordic Council of 
Ministers 

• Countries 

–  Iceland  

–  Denmark (Presidency 2010) 

–  Norway 

–  Finland (Presidency 2011) 

– Sweden 
 

• Autonomous Areas 

–  Greenland 

–  Faroe Islands 

–  Aaland Islands 
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• 11 Council of Ministers 

• Headquarter in Copenhagen 

• 30 institutions 

• More than 25 % of the budget for education, 

IT and research 

• Offices in St. Petersburg, Kaliningrad, Tallinn, 

Riga and Vilnius. 

• Information points in Murmansk, Archangelsk 

and Petrozavodsk  

www.norden.org 
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The Nordic Globalisation Initiative 
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19.6.2007 - Nordic premiers meet at Punkaharju  

to promote more skilled, visible and thriving  

Nordic region  
Nordic premiers held their summer meeting on 18  

and 19 June at Punkaharju. The premiers shared a  

positive attitude towards the opportunities and  

challenges of globalisation for the Nordic countries.  

 

They want to utilise these opportunities and meet the challenges by developing further the Nordic model, 

the fundamental parts of which are citizens’ future welfare, competitiveness of enterprises, employment 

and economic growth, as well as a common culture and investment in sustainable development. 

 

The premiers also want develop the strengths of the Nordic countries, the high-standard and 

extensive education system, expertise and research work, the ability to utilise information 

technology, as well as creative implementation of innovations. 
 

Therefore, the premiers agreed to launch a new Nordic endeavour in globalisation. The synergy benefits of 

the work carried out at the European and regional level will be utilised in the implementation. More 

profound co-operation with the Baltic countries reinforces the competitiveness of the entire Baltic Sea 

region and increases opportunities to utilise globalisation. 
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Institutional and organizational set-up in 
relation to eScience and eInfrastructure 
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NORDUnet is a joint collaboration by the five Nordic National Research and 

Education Networks in Denmark (Forskningsnettet), Iceland (RHnet), Norway 

(UNINETT), Sweden (SUNET) and Finland (Funet). It operates a world-class 

Nordic and international network and e-infrastructure service for the Nordic 

research and educational community.  

 

The five NRENs develop and operate the national research network 

infrastructures, linking together more than 400 Nordic educational and research 

institutions with more than 1.200.000 users. NORDUnet and the Nordic 

NRENS continuously work to develop and offer a range of services that 

comprise a high capacity e-infrastructure including GRID, Network Operations 

Center (NOC) and Authentication and Authorization Infrastructure (AAI).  
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Initiatives and activities 



Nordisk Ministerråd eScience: what and why? 

• eScience is often referred to as the third pillar of the 
scientific method, that is, theory and experiments are now 
complemented by computer based simulations, 
computations, and analyses.  
 
 

• Often, the simulations, computations, and computer based 
analysis must replace real experiments when such are too 
dangerous (analyzing spread of fire), impossible (global 
climate effects), too expensive (full-scale aircraft crash 
worthiness simulation), too demanding (comparing 
genomes), too difficult (testing side-wind effects on moving 
vehicles), or unethical (predict the social effects from 
political decisions). 
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Three steps initiative up to now 

Nordic eScience 
strategy and action 

plan 
 
 
 

2007 - 2009 

A baltic sea 
knowledge 
infrastructure for 
the fifth freedom 
 
 
2010 ----? 
 

Proposal for eScience as 
a globalization initiative 

2010 - 
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eScience – the globalization 
initiative 
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Knowledge Infrastructure 

for the Fifth Freedom in 

the Baltic Sea Area  

 

A feasibility study for the 

Nordic Council of 

Ministers  

 

Erik Elmroth  

(Scientific Secretary)  
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The proposal is to:

Establish a joint Nordic–Baltic Sea eScience strategy focusing on 

o eScience education and training, 

o eScience research programs, and 

o cross-border sharing of eScience resources. 

Facilitate the implementation of the strategy by 

o establishing a Baltic Ring of optical networks and 

o establishing a light weight coordinating body for the 
implementation of the strategy. 
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Thank you for your attention! 


