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Key messages

❖ Three changes characterize Estonian-Finnish migration: 
a migration turnaround, migration calmdown and 
uusimaacation.

❖ About a third of Estonians living in Finland intend to
return. The willingness to return indeases with age.

❖ Strong indicators of possible return migration relate to
cross-border mobility and housing investments made in 
Estonia.



Source: Statistics Finland

Migration between Estonia and Finland, 
1990–2019
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Number of Estonians in Finland, 1990–2019
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Intensity of cross-border mobility, %

Allikas: Survey Estonians in Finland 2019

At least 4 times a year

Almost every month

Almost every week

1 to 3 times a year

Less than once a year



Intentions to return Estonia or
to stay in Finland

28%    Intends to return
41%  Does not know
31%    Intends to stay

Source: Survey Estonians in Finland 2019



Source: Survey Estonians in Finland 2019

Factors that facilitate a stay in Finland



Intentions to return Estonia by year of birth

0,0%

10,0%

20,0%

30,0%

40,0%

50,0%

60,0%

70,0%

19
57

19
59

19
61

19
63

19
65

19
67

19
69

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

Source: Survey Estonians in Finland 2019



0

10

20

30

40

50

Ei ole kinnisvarasse investeerinud On kinnisvarasse investeerinud

O
sa

ka
a,

 %

Soovib Eestisse naasta Ei soovi Eestisse naasta

Investment in housing in Estonia and 
return migration intentsions

Source: Survey Estonians in Finland 2019

Intends to return Intends to stay

Has made housing investments
in Estonia

Has not made housing investments
in Estonia

Sh
ar

e,
 %



Key messages

❖ Three changes characterize Estonian-Finnish migration: 
a migration turnaround, migration calmdown and 
uusimaacation.

❖ About a third of Estonians living in Finland intend to
return. The willingness to return indeases with age.

❖ Strong indicators of possible return migration relate to
cross-border mobility and housing investments made in 
Estonia.
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