The "Work First Vejle”
Approach to Integration
of Refugees

Experiences from Vejle
Municipally

Christoffer Melson, Chairman of the Labour Market Committee
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Denmark Vejle Municipality
Population: 5.707.251 . - * Population: 110.471

. - * The country’s sixth largest
municipality
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The Danish state % ==

UDLANDINGESTYRELSEN

DANISH IMMIGRATION SERVICE

)  Houses asylum seekers in
- - accommodation centres

« Covers asylum seekers’ expenses
at the centres
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When asylum has been granted

Responsibility

From state ‘ To municipality
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The municipality

o

S

« Organises a mandatory
three-year integration
programme

*Provides housing

« Assists with various
practical matters
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Organisation of Vejle Municipality’s integration effort W

Political level

Administrative
level
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Organisation of Vejle Municipality’s integration effort

”Work First
Vejle”
Integration

through
employment

Labour Market
Refugees must:

* enter a training programme at a work place as
soon as possible (an ”Internship”)

* choose sectors that offer realistic job
opportunities

« qualify for minimum wage employment by the
end of the three-year integration period
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Work First Vejle sectors —where the jobs are

Retail Clea_nlng Kitchen ?‘”d Food industry Nursing and Warehouse
services food services care

A A A A A
Interdisciplinary skills —including language

The sectors are characterised by: - an ability to accommodate employees with
* many job openings every year different backgrounds

* not requiring high skill levels - experience with foreign employees
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The Work First Vejle programme

o

* A continuous process
SUCCESS
4% \ * Tailor-made for every individual
KEEP y
ON POING
Ream e .
50 ' * Training programme at a work
TRY < place ("Internship”)
PLANNING
ANALYSIS  Language lessons
THINK
START * Duration: from six months to

three years
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Vejle Municipality’s Integration effort in numbers W

2014 2015 2016

Refugees 117 221 349
Family reunified persons 113 130 151

Cases concerning integration account for

4% 9%
of the Labour Market

Department’s gross
expenditures

of the Labour Market
Department’s workload
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Self-supporting after the three-year
integration programme

In Vejle In Denmark
Municipality

45 %

Ry <
@konomi & Arbejdsmarkedsforvaltningen Vejle

KOMMUNE



http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjngbKBmK7LAhXiA5oKHadiCQkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.danskekommuner.dk/Borgmesterfakta/Ny_struktur/Region-Syddanmark/Vejle-Kommune/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNGrIlyTTuh1f50rQaTmpkfQNXzjZQ&ust=1457426778034824
http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjngbKBmK7LAhXiA5oKHadiCQkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.danskekommuner.dk/Borgmesterfakta/Ny_struktur/Region-Syddanmark/Vejle-Kommune/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNGrIlyTTuh1f50rQaTmpkfQNXzjZQ&ust=1457426778034824
http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF38nHzsLLAhWJQJoKHbVyAroQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mpto.dk/result.php&bvm=bv.116636494,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNHNHvNt-oOKzILrFJTe3ihf7Zk4Yw&ust=1458128613531050
http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF38nHzsLLAhWJQJoKHbVyAroQjRwIBw&url=http://www.mpto.dk/result.php&bvm=bv.116636494,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNHNHvNt-oOKzILrFJTe3ihf7Zk4Yw&ust=1458128613531050

@konomi & Arbejdsmarkedsforvaltningen


https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS_PuI1q_LAhXsa5oKHSWZAssQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/karenannepatton/thank-you-quotes/&psig=AFQjCNERbhVW4MVKRWJNu0FteQEAIl34Zw&ust=1457477761119369
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS_PuI1q_LAhXsa5oKHSWZAssQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/karenannepatton/thank-you-quotes/&psig=AFQjCNERbhVW4MVKRWJNu0FteQEAIl34Zw&ust=1457477761119369
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitk7zZ16_LAhVtSZoKHeeWB8cQjRwIBw&url=https://familysearch.org/blog/en/frequently-asked-questions-familysearch/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNF6qCoZ6d66fKZniR7F1ow9FXmbiA&ust=1457478208097705
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitk7zZ16_LAhVtSZoKHeeWB8cQjRwIBw&url=https://familysearch.org/blog/en/frequently-asked-questions-familysearch/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNF6qCoZ6d66fKZniR7F1ow9FXmbiA&ust=1457478208097705
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD5dWu16_LAhVqApoKHel7D3UQjRwIBw&url=https://www.winkle.eu/best-practice/5-questions-ask-market-research-agency-hire/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNHj-mvczqjTMBDFmhNfc0m0s-KFlw&ust=1457478122925592
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD5dWu16_LAhVqApoKHel7D3UQjRwIBw&url=https://www.winkle.eu/best-practice/5-questions-ask-market-research-agency-hire/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNHj-mvczqjTMBDFmhNfc0m0s-KFlw&ust=1457478122925592

