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Climate now a 
political priority
for EU citizens. 
(same level
as migration)
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Climate change: a defining 
political challenge for the EU 



Climate change: a defining 
political challenge for the EU 
More concerns
for climate
in the north than
south and east of 
the EU
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EU energy mix getting cleaner –
but too slowly
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In 10 years, the EU created 
a comprehensive energy policy
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Three key challenges
1. Speed of the transition. Current pace is

too slow to fight climate change.
2. International. How to promote EU 

competitiveness and enable a global 
transition. 

3. Social. Bad decisions can lead to social 
unrest (e.g. Gilets Jaunes). 
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Von der Leyen’s new 
Commission

New Commission revealed

11 September 2019



The new Commission portfolios



Responsibilities falling under EVP Timmermans
European Green Deal  +	
  direct	
  oversight over	
  

climate policy
(DG	
  CLIMA)
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