
 
 



What does a Creative 
Education look like? 
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What role do the arts 
play? 

“We want to change perceptions and 
challenge stereotypes, and create a 
new vision for young people” 

 Teacher, Creative Partnerships – Durham and Sunderland 



Teach them to see 







 The idea that arts education fosters creativity, critical 
thinking, persistence, motivation and self-concept is 
plausible and there is some evidence that this is 
sometimes the case, but such outcomes depend on 
how the art is taught. The arts can be taught in ways 
that enhance these outcomes or they can be taught 
poorly. This implies that, important as the curriculum 
can be, we need to understand better the pedagogies 
that lead to these outcomes. Art for Art’s Sake? The Impact of 
Arts Education – Centre for Educational Research and Innovation, OECD, 
June 2013 



What are the 
pedagogies that 
develop creativity? 



 
 

Learning to know 
 
Learning to do 
 
Learning to be 
 
Learning to live together 

UNESCO 
Four Pillars of education 



High System 

Low System 

High 
Functioning 

Low 
Functioning 

Low performing 
schools 

Schools with 
high test scores 
but low pupil 
independence 
and motivation 

Schools with high 
test scores and 
independent 
motivated pupils 

Cultural and artistic 
activities which are 
enjoyable but do not 
impact pupil learning 



Issue/Problem 



Issue/Problem 

Space where normal 
school operating rules 
don’t apply 



Issue/Problem 

Space where normal 
school operating rules 
don’t apply 

Characteristics 
of the space? 



What are the characteristics of this space?  
Low Functioning                        High Functioning 

Role of the teacher 

Nature of activities 

Organisation of time 

Organisation of space 

Approach to tasks 

Visibility of processes 

Guided 
 
Contrived 
 
Bellbound 
 
Classroom 
 
Individual 
 
Hidden 
 
Static 
 
Ignored 
 
Ignored 
 
Some 
 
Directed 

Challenging 
 

Authentic 
 

Flexible 
 

Workshop 
 

Group 
 

High 
 

Mobile 
 

Central 
 

Acknowledged 
 

All 
 

Self managing 

Location of activities 

Self as learning resource 

Inclusiveness 

Role of learner 

Emotion 



Issue/Problem 

Teachers observe 
impact on pupils 

Space where normal 
school operating rules 
don’t apply 



Issue/Problem 

Teachers observe 
impact on pupils 

Space where normal 
school operating rules 
don’t apply 

•Improved confidence 
•Greater motivation 
•Better collaboration 
•Greater resilience 
•Better discipline 
•Improved attainment 
 



Issue/Problem 

Teachers observe 
impact on pupils 

Space where normal 
school operating rules 
don’t apply 

Teachers apply the 
new approach to their 
daily teaching practice 



High Functioning  
 

Physically engaged 
Socially engaged 

Emotionally engaged 
Intellectually engaged 

High performance 

Well Being                          Confidence 



What does this look like 
in practice? 
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Creative Partnerships Norfolk   
Millfield Creative Week 
 

Turning schools 
into 21st Century 
learning 
environment 

 

Learning to know and 
learning to do… 
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So is a Creative 
Education just about 
better test results and 
improved behaviour? 

“They have already displayed thinking 
and team working skills which are far 
beyond those of their peers; there is 
no question that they have a head 
start!” 

 Teacher, Creative Partnerships – Kent 



Learning to 
engage and 
take risks 
 

 















 

Learning to 
take 
responsibility 
Kingsland Primary, Stoke 



Put them in charge 

http://www.kingslandprimary.stoke.sch.uk/homedir/plane.htm






Put them in charge 

Learning to be 
Dealing with feeling 

 
 





 

Learning to live together 

The ethical 
dimension 

 





All images contained in this presentation are protected by copyright and as such cannot be reproduced without prior permission.  



How does this 
work in practice? 

“We want to change perceptions and 
challenge stereotypes, and create a 
new vision for young people” 

 Teacher, Creative Partnerships – Durham and Sunderland 



So is a Creative 
Education just about 
better test results and 
improved behaviour? 
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